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barriers, and lasted for an exceptionally long time.    It did
not begin to overflow freely until he was forty.
Intellectual energy was Faraday's most fundamental gift.
A variety of circumstances enabled him to use this energy
with an efficiency which, for the accomplishment of certain
objects, was extreme. Faraday achieved supreme greatness
in certain directions by cutting off expenditure of energy
in all other directions, unconsciously and consciously. Jrjis
natural and cultivated habits of s^^2JQ^2jd.eceived many
- false' impression of j^jj^g^- Her was*
inwardly fiery, as~Tiis^most^intimate friends knew. He
refused tcPexpend his fire on most of the chief human
activities. He renounced thought on the problem of human
destiny. He renounced the accumulation of wealth. He
renounced parenthood by the accident of nature or by
design. He renounced social life more and more as he
grew older. He refused the Presidency of the Royal Society,
Negation was a very important factor in Faraday's life.
Much has been written about the beauty of his life and
character, which have often been recommended as models.
But negation is not admirable, though it may be necessary.
Renunciation is the manoeuvre by which human weakness
avoids some of the failures to which it is exposed. Its
nobility is much exaggerated. The man who attempts the
achievement of a complete personality is often nobler than
the man who achieves a limited personality by renunciation.
In the inevitable comparisons of Davy and Faraday, Davy's
positive weaknesses are nearly always held against him,
while no comment is made on the weaknesses of Faraday's
negative virtues. In spite of his vanity, snobbery and
jealousy, Davy's human personality was larger than Fara-
day's. Some of the popular affection attracted by Faraday
was due to his lack of expression on controversial matters.
It was difficult to quarrel with him because he would not
discuss general questions. Tyndall has spoken of him as
"the great man-child," and probably did not reflect that
this was not a compliment to Faraday as a mature human
personality. Men should be men. Faraday's weaknesses
were as extensive as Davy's, and less sympathetic. Faraday

